Nonpalpable breast lesions: diagnosis with slightly overpenetrated screen-film mammography and hook wire-directed biopsy in 1,014 cases.
Slightly overpenetrated screen-film mammography and hook wire-directed localization were used in 1,014 breast biopsies performed for nonpalpable, mammographically detected breast abnormalities. One lymphoma and 205 breast cancers (20%) were found; 115 breast cancers (56%) were noninvasive, and 90 (44%) were invasive. Mastectomy was performed in 69 breast cancers (34%); 136 (66%) were treated conservatively, 28 with biopsy only and 108 with lumpectomy, node dissection, and radiation therapy. All patients with noninvasive breast cancers treated with axillary dissection had uninvolved lymph nodes. Of the 90 invasive breast cancers, six (7%) had metastases to axillary nodes, which, to the authors' knowledge, is lower than percentages reported in other studies of wire-directed breast biopsies. The authors believe that the slightly overpenetrated technique is a valuable adjunct to screen-film mammography.